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Sources That Showcase Religious Activism 

 
Chapter 6.6. “Septima Clark Recalls Her Firing over Membership in the NAACP (1963)” in Yes, 

Lord, I Know the Road: A Documentary History of African Americans in South Carolina, 1526–

2008 

J. Brent Morris 

2017 

 

“Citizenship and Gospel” 

Septima Poinsett Clark 

Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 10, No. 4, Sea Island Culture, pp. 461-466 

June 1980 

 

Echo in my soul 

Septima Poinsette Clark, LeGette Blythe 

Ann Arbor, Michigan: University Microfilms International  

1962 

 

Interview with Septima Poinsette Clark by Jacquelyn Dowd Hall, 25 July 1976 G-0016 & G-

0017 

Jacqueline Dowd Hall, Septima Poinsette Clark 

Series G. Southern Women 

Southern Oral History Program Collection #4007 

Digitized: yes 

 

Ready from within : Septima Clark and the civil rights movement / edited with an introduction by 

Cynthia Stokes Brown 

Septima Poinsette Clark 

Trenton, N.J., Africa World Press, Inc. 

1990 

 

"Sing for Freedom" and Septima P. Clark , Records of the Citizenship Education Program, 1960 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 3: Records of the 

Public Relations Department 
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History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 

 

“Voting Does Count: A Brief Excerpt From a Fabulous Decade” 

Septima Poinsett Clark and Mary A. Twining 

Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 10, No. 4, Sea Island Culture, p445-447 

June 1980 

 

Women in the civil rights movement: trailblazers and torchbearers, 1941-1965 

Vicki Crawford, Jacqueline Anne Rouse, Barbara Woods, Paulette Pierce 

Brooklyn, New York: Carlson Pub 

1990 

 

 

Primary Sources 
 
Biographical sketch, Clark , Septima P., Biographies, 1964 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 3: Records of the 

Public Relations Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 

 

Biographical sketch of Septima P. Clark , Records of the Citizenship Education Program, 1961 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 4: Records of the 

Program Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 

 

Bureau File No. 61-7511 (Treason Investigation): Section 5 

Federal Surveillance of African Americans, 1920-1984 

ArchivesUnbounded 

December 1955 - February 1959 

 

Citizenship school program, reorganization of SCLC staff and SCLC expenses, Records of the 

Citizenship Education Program, 1964 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 4: Records of the 

Program Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 

 

Citizenship school reports and teacher surveys in Alabama and Septima P. Clark , Records of the 

Citizenship Education Program, 1965 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 4: Records of the 

Program Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 
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Events in South Carolina including citizenship school schedule and organization, attendance 

sheets, Septima Clark 's visits to citizenship schools, applications for teacher training, Leadership 

Training Conference for Voter Registration, Records of the Citizenship Education Program, 

1962 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 4: Records of the 

Program Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 

 

Highlander Folk School integration workshop report, expenses, constitution and bylaws, policy 

statement, organization, report on trip to Georgia Sea Islands, minutes of Executive Council 

meetings, and Septima P. Clark , Records of the Citizenship Education Program, 1957-1960 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 4: Records of the 

Program Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 

 

New Alliances workshop, SCLC takeover of Highlander Folk School citizenship school 

program, Highlander Folk School legal and financial position, SCLC leadership training program 

and information on Prince Edward County, Virginia, situation, Records of the Citizenship 

Education Program, 1961 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 4: Records of the 

Program Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes  

 

Records of the Citizenship Education Program, 1962-1963 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 4: Records of the 

Program Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 

 

Report on Edisto Island, South Carolina, voter registration campaign, citizenship education 

program, progress report on Natchez, Mississippi, voter registration campaign, citizenship 

education proposal for 1965-1970, leadership training program and Septima P. Clark , Records 

of the Citizenship Education Program, 1958-1965 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 4: Records of the 

Program Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 

 

Septima P. Clark and field reports, Records of the Citizenship Education Program, 1963-1965 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 4: Records of the 

Program Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 
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Septima P. Clark , Financial support for Citizenship Education Program, November 1963 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 4: Records of the 

Program Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 

 

Tennessee State investigation of alleged Communist involvement, House Committee on Un-

American Activities investigation, Highlander Folk School policy statement, and Septima P. 

Clark , Records of the Citizenship Education Program, 1961 

Records of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 1954-1970, Part 4: Records of the 

Program Department 

History Vault (ProQuest) 

Digitized: yes 

 

 

Secondary Sources 
 
Champions of Civil and Human Rights in South Carolina, Volume 1 : Dawn of the Movement 

Era, 1955–1967 

Marvin Ira Lare 

Columbia, South Carolina: University of South Carolina Press 

2016 

 

Freedom's Teacher : The Life of Septima Clark 

Katherine Mellen Charron 

Chapel Hill, N.C., The University of North Carolina Press 

2009 

 

In Search of the Movement: The Struggle for Civil Rights Then and Now 

Benjamin Hedin 

New York, N.Y., City Lights Publishers 

2015 

 

I've Got the Light of Freedom : The Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom Struggle 

Charles M. Payne 

Berkeley: University of California Press 

1995 

 

“Septima Poinsette Clark: The Evolution of an Educational Stateswoman” 

Katherine Mellen Charron 

South Carolina Women: Their Lives and Times, Volume 3, Athens, GA: University of Georgia 

Press 

2012 

 

Part III: “Women, Leadership, and Civil Rights” in Sisters in the Struggle: African American 

Women in the Civil Rights-Black Power Movement 
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Bettye Collier-Thomas and V. P. Franklin 

New York: New York University Press 

2001 

 

“Giving Aunt Donnie Her Due” 

Cynthia Stokes Brown 

Social Policy, Vol. 21 Issue 3, p19-24 

1991 

 

“'I Train the People to Do Their Own Talking': Septima Clark and Women in the Civil Rights 

Movement” 

Jacquelyn Dowd Hall, Eugene P. Walker, Katherine Mellen Charron, David P. Cline 

Southern Cultures, Vol. 16(2), p31-52.   

2010 

 

“Local Leadership in the Early Civil Rights Movement: The South Carolina Citizenship 

Education Program of the Highlander Folk School” 

Peter Ling 

Journal of American Studies, Vol. 29, No. 3 (Dec., 1995), p399-422 

1995 

 

“Septima Clark and the Citizenship Schools” 

Anne Wallace Sharp 

Women Civil Rights Leaders 

2013 

 

“Septima Clark Organizing for Positive Freedom” 

Stephen Lazar 

Souls: A Critical Journal of Black Politics, Culture & Society, Vol. 9 Issue 3, p243-252 

July 2007 

 

“SEPTIMA CLARK YELLED” 

Spencer J. Smith 

American Educational History Journal, Vol. 46 Issue 1/2, p95-110 

2019 

 

“Toward a Village Consciousness: Organizing in the African American Cultural Tradition” 

Adrienne C. Goss 

Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 46, No. 8, p797-816 

November 2015 

 

“The Transformation of A Social Movement Into Law? The SCLC And NAACP's Campaigns 

For Civil Rights Reconsidered In Light Of The Educational Activism Of Septima Clark” 

Tomiko Brown-Nagin 

Women's History Review, Vol. 8 Issue 1, p81-137 

March 1999 
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“We Do Not Have to Be White or Men to Lead: Redefining and Assessing Black Women's 

Leadership” 

Theresa Rajack-Talley 

Palimpsest vol 10, no. 2 

2021 

 

“Clark, Septima Poinsette (1898–1987)” 

African American Eras: Segregation to Civil Rights Times, Vol. 2: Communications and Media, 

Demographics, Education 

2011 

 

“Clark, Septima” 

Joan Marie Johnson 

Encyclopedia of African American History, Vol. 3 

2001 

 

“Clark, Septima Poinsette” 

Layli Phillips 

Notable American Women: Completing the Twentieth Century 

2004 

 

“Clark, Septima Poinsette (1898-1987)” 

Jessie Carney Smith 

Freedom Facts & Firsts: 400 Years of the African American Civil Rights Experience, p99 

2009 

 

“SEPTIMA CLARK” 

Cynthia Stokes Brown 

Black Heroes, p134 

2001 

 

“Citizenship Schools” 

Christopher M. Span and Jon N. Hale 

Encyclopedia of African American Education, Vol. 1 

2010 

 

Digital Media 
 
“Her Story: Septima Clark” 

SheMadeHistory.com 

Online Exhibit 

2020 

 

“Septima Poinsette Clark (1898-1987)” 

Linda W. Reese 

http://shemadehistory.com/her-story-septima-clark/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/clark-septima-poinsette-1898-1987/
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Blackpast.org 

2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 


