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Sources That Showcase Religious Activism 
 

Testimony and prophecy in the life and religious experience of Jarena Lee  

Susan J Hubert  

United States: Howard School of Divinity  

The Journal of Religious Thought – vol. 54, no. 2-1, pp. 45-52  

1998 

 

Primary Sources 
 
Religious experience and journal of Mrs. Jarena Lee: giving an account of her call to preach the 

gospel  

Jarena Lee  

Philadelphia: Printed and published for the author 

 1849 

 

Secondary Sources 
 
"As to the Nature of Uncommon Expressions": Jarena Lee’s Supernatural Worldview in The Life 

and Religious Experiences of Jarena Lee  

Margaret Lowe  

Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers and Theologies of the Afterlife  

A Step Closer to Heaven – Chapter 5  

New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group  
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“Enfleshing the Spirit through Avatar Performance: Objecthood as Resistance” in Women 

Preachers—Rachel Baker, Jarena Lee, and Florence Spearing Randolph  

Emilie Casey  

United Kingdom: SAGE Publishing   

Feminist Theology – vol. 29, no. 2, pp. 146-151  

2021  

 

  

 

“I Took a Text: Itinerancy, Community, and Intertextuality” in Jarena Lee’s Spiritual Narratives 

In Spiritual Interrogations: Culture, Gender, and Community in Early African American 

Women's Writing  

Katherine Clay Bassard  

Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press - pp.87-107  

1999  

 

  

 

Jarena Lee (1783–18??)  

Phebe Davidson  

University of Nebraska Press  

Legacy- vol. 10, no. 2 – pp. 135-141  
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“JARENA LEE (1783-?)” In Encyclopedia of African American women writers  

Yolanda Williams Page  

Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press – pp. 366-368  

2007  

 

  

 

“Lee, Jarena (1783-?)” In American Eras Vol. 4: Development of a Nation, 1783-1815  

Detroit, MI: Gale   

American Eras (Vol. 4: Development of a Nation, 1783-1815.) – p.356  

1997  

 

  

 

No Half Savior: Jarena Lee’s Autobiography as Prophetic Rhetoric  

Steven Tramel Gaines  

Journal of Religious Thought – vol. 54, no.55, p.45  

1998  
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“Prophetic Change: Jarena Lee’s and Julia Foote’s Uses of Conversion Rhetoric in the Context 

of Reader Distrust” In Prophesying daughters: Black women preachers and the Word, 1823-

1913  

Chanta M. Haywood  

Columbia: University of Missouri Press – pp. 34-50  

2003  

 

  

 

Sisters of the spirit: Three Black Women's Autobiographies of the Nineteenth Century  

William L. Andrews, Jarena Lee, Zilpha Elaw, Julia A. J. Foote  

Bloomington: Indiana University Press  

1986  

 

   

 

“Spiritual Autobiography” In African American Writers, 2nd Edition  

Katherine Clay Bassard  

New York, NY: Charles Scribner's Sons  

African American Writers- vol.2, pp. 703-707  

2001 

 

 

Digital Media 
 
BH365 Sunday Memoirs: Preachers From The Past: Jarena Lee, First Female Preacher in A.M.E. 

Church and First African American Woman Published Autobiography in U.S.  

Black History Matters 365  

Podcast  

2021  

  

Jarena Lee: in Her Own Words  

Rev. Patrick Ann Clay-Joyner  
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https://www.audible.com/pd/BH365-Sunday-Memoirs-Preachers-From-The-Past-Jarena-Lee-First-Female-Preacher-in-AME-Church-and-First-African-American-Woman-Published-Autobiography-in-US-Podcast/B09KR2MX17
https://www.audible.com/pd/BH365-Sunday-Memoirs-Preachers-From-The-Past-Jarena-Lee-First-Female-Preacher-in-AME-Church-and-First-African-American-Woman-Published-Autobiography-in-US-Podcast/B09KR2MX17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_Z21MQcPNA

