
 
 

 

DELLA REESE RESEARCH GUIDE  
* Delloreese Patricia Early, Reverend Reese Lett (other names used throughout career) 

 

 

Sources That Showcase Religious Activism 
About Our Founder – Rev. Della Reese-Lett 
UP Church 
2013 
 
Angles Along the Way: My Life with Help from Above 
Reese, Della 
New York City: G.P. Putnam’s Sons  
1997 
 
Della Reese on Her Spiritual Journey: Excerpt from ‘A New Thought, A New You’ 
Miller, Jon 
Documentary 
2015 
 
Della Reese Sermons 
YouTube Playlist  
2018 
 
Gospel to Pop to Gospel 
Ebony Magazine, Vol. 17 Issue 9, pp.107-112.  
1962 
 
Metaphysically Speaking: The Bible is the Greatest How-To Book Ever Written 
Reese, Della 
Los Angeles: Lett/Reese International Publishing Company 
2012 
 



Open Your Mind and Be Healed 
Coleman, Johnnie 
Marina del Rey: DeVorss Publications, pp. vii-ix, 32-37.  
1997 
 
Prosperity Commandments: Given to Us by God, that I Practice Religiously 
Reese, Della  
Los Angeles: Lett/Reese International Publishing Company 
2009 
 
When Faith Meets Fame: Inspiring Personal Stories From the World of TV 
Guidepost Associates 
New York City: Guideposts Books, pp.133-139 
2007 
 
Wisdom TV Interview – An Angel Among Us 
Video 
1990 
 
Primary Sources 
Black Gospel Music Restoration Project and Archive - Royce-Darden Collection 
Darden Collection: Baylor University Libraries Digital Collection 
Digitized: Yes 
Finding Aid: Yes 
 
National Visionary Leadership Project Interviews and Conference Collection 
American Folklife Center 
Library of Congress 
Digitized: Yes 
Finding Aid: Yes 
 
Secondary Sources 
Decades Before Oprah, Della Reese Was the First Black Woman to Host a Talk Show 
Sem, Mayukh 
August 2016 
 
Della Reese 
Dean, Tonya 
Philadelphia: Chelsea House Publishers 
2002 
 
Della Reese Stars in Hit TV Show about Faith and Love, ‘Touched by an Angel.’ 
Jet Magazine, vol. 91, no. 16, pp.56-60. Cover.   
1997 



 
Forum: American Spirituality 
Clark Roof, Wade, Anne Patrick, Ronald Grimes and Bill Leonard 
Religion and American Culture: A Journal of Interpretation. Vol. 9, no. 2, pp.135.  
1999 

 
Laws of Prosperity: I've Been Rich and I've Been Poor, Believe Me... Rich is Better! 
Reese, Della 
Los Angeles: Lett/Reese International Publishing Company 
February 2010 
 
Notable Black American Women 
Jessie Smith 
Detroit: Gale Research, Vol. 2, 8th edition, pp. 546-548 
1992 
 
Promise to Mary: A Story of Faith in Action 
Jellinek, Paul 
San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, pp. vii-viii 
2008 
 
Touched By Abundance  
Stammer, Larry 
Los Angeles Times  
2003 
 
Uncloudy Days: The Gospel Music Encyclopedia 
Carpenter, Bil 
San Francisco: Backbeat Books, pp.346-348. 
2005 
 
What Is This Thing Called Love? 
Reese, Della 
Hampton Roads Publishing Company 
2001 

 
 
White Fire: A Portrait of Women Spiritual Leaders in America 
Drucker, Malka 
Woodstock: Skylight Paths Publishing, pp.223, 249-256 
2002 
 
Digital Media 
Celebration of Life Concert for Rev. Dr. Della Reese Lett 
Video  
December 2017 

https://www.facebook.com/UPChurch/videos/1554046034633328/


 
Della! (partially found talk show; 1969-1970) 
Lost Media Wiki  
June 2021 
 
Della Reese: Advice to Young African Americans / America's Racial Future 
YouTube Video  
March 2010 
 
Della Reese- Episode 31 
The Last Ovation 
Podcast 
January 2018 
 
Della Reese Music & Video Discography 
Apple Music  
1957-2013 
 
Della Reese on The Urban Roundtable 
YouTube Video 
 
NPR: Rev. Della Reese-Lett, Not Ready to Retire Yet 
Tavis Smiley Show 
Podcast/Radio Show 
December 2001 

 
Rev. Dr. Della Reese Lett 
Annointed Tube Archive  
Video 
2014 
 
Shout! Black Gospel Music Moments - The Meditation Singers  
Robert Darden  
Podcast 
August 2021 
 
State of The Black Union: Prayer by Della Reese 
C-Span 
Video 
2009 
 
Testimonies of Faith: Humble Journey's 
Allumination Film Works 
Documentary  
2007 
 
 

https://lostmediawiki.com/Della!_(partially_found_talk_show;_1969-1970)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQuDhqR1wyo
https://www.thelastovation.com/podcast/episode-31-della-reese/
https://music.apple.com/us/artist/della-reese/180298
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkA32-tmMv0
https://www.npr.org/2003/12/01/1525893/rev-della-reese-lett-not-ready-to-retire-yet
https://anointedtube.com/show/della+reese
https://www.kwbu.org/art-and-culture/2021-08-01/shout-black-gospel-music-moments-the-meditation-singers
https://www.c-span.org/video/?c4692977/prayer-della-reese
https://www.worldcat.org/title/77523807

